Quick Facts




Each year in the United States, 300,000 to 600,000 minor boys and girls cycle through juvenile detention facilities, after being arrested and while awaiting further legal action. (Building Blocks for Youth, 2003.  National Council on Crime and Delinquency, National Juvenile Detention Association and Youth Law Center, 1998.)

On any given day, more than 27,500 boys and girls are detained nationwide, a disproportionate number of them youth of color.  (National Council on Crime and Delinquency and Annie E. Casey Foundation, 1998)

Detention practices may discriminate unjustly against youth of color—throughout the 1980s and 1990s, as the detention population grew, four of every five newly detained youth were minority youth. (Annie. E. Casey Foundation, 2002)

The majority of detained youth are not the older, violent offenders that the public assumes are lock and key.  Many detained youth are quite young. More than half are aged 15 or younger and a third are aged 14 or younger.  Nearly 70% are not being held for violent offenses. (National Center for Juvenile Justice, 1999)

Harsh conditions and over-crowding in detention facilities lead to increased reports of suicidal attempts, stress-related illnesses and psychiatric problems.  (National Juvenile Detention Association and Youth Law Center, 1998)

The cost to taxpayers of operating one detention bed over a 20-year period is between $1.25 million and $1.5 million dollars.  (National Juvenile Detention Association, 2003)

In a San Francisco study of 1,500 high-risk youth placed in an alterative to detention program, upon completion of the program participants were 26% less likely to be re-arrested than similar youth released from secure detention facilities.  (Center on Juvenile Crime and Criminal Justice, 1999)

CJJ provides all of its members and the public with:

· News about grant opportunities, best practices, federal policy matters, research reports and national legal cases in the area of juvenile justice.

· Networking opportunities by staging national and regional conferences across the country that feature effective advocates and experts on juvenile justice issues and programs.

· Reform initiatives to improve how communities and service agencies respond to youth, youth at risk, young offenders and families

· A national voice through annual reports to the President and Congress and other educational efforts that draw attention to urgent issues affecting troubled youth, families and communities.

There are seven core elements of JDAI’s planning process


1. Governance/Stakeholders

2. Data

3. Detention Intake/Assessment

4. Case Processing Issues

5. Conditions and Programs within Secure Detention

6. Disproportionate Minority Contact

7. Alternatives to Secure Detention
PAGE  
1
COALITION FOR JUVENILE JUSTICE

1710 Rhode Island Avenue, NW ( 10th Floor ( Washington, DC 20036 ( (202) 467-0864 ( (202) 887-0738 Fax ( Email: info@juvjustice.org ( Website: www.juvjustice.org


