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Activity #2: Understanding the Values That Contribute to Reporting 
Grade Level of Students Upon Entry

Goal of this activity: 
· To understand the purpose of the grade-level indicator and the basics of the calculation; 
· To understand the difference between the Consolidated State Performance Report (CSPR) and EDFacts assumptions and the data that need to be collected to provide accurate data; and

· To think of ways to communicate this to subgrantees to ensure you have the data you need.

1. Question: Why is knowing how many students entered testing below grade level useful (e.g., Why are these data important)?

2. Understanding the calculation at the basic level: Ignoring the CSPR for a moment, pretend you have the following data available to you for a facility over the course of the school year.

	Type of data
	Number of students with these data
	Number of long-term students with these data

	Students who took only a pretest in reading 
(no posttest)
	45
	38

	Students who took BOTH a pretest and a posttest in reading
	33
	25

	Students who took only a posttest as they were leaving (no prettest data available)
	25
	12

	Students without either a pretest or a posttest (no data)
	10
	5

	Total
	113
	80


If you wanted to determine how many LONG-TERM students tested BELOW grade level when they entered the facility, how many students would have data available for you to use?

Number of students: _______
NOTE: If you got this number correct (see slide), the same logic applies when collecting data for the CSPR. Understanding this concept should assist with providing technical assistance (TA) to your subgrantees and help them understand why more detailed data collection is needed.

3. Understanding the relationship between the CSPR and EDFacts: The confusion surrounding this item for the Part D data collection highlights two critical aspects of ensuring data quality:

· The importance of communicating with your EDFacts coordinator and those responsible for entering the data, and 

· The need to understand all aspects of the collection so that the correct data can be collected and appropriate TA provided. It is essential to know what the file specifications are and how they affect the CSPR data collection.
a. The CSPR reflects the data in a summary format and requests the following data:
· Number of long-term students testing below grade level upon entry (remember from above that, to be accurate, this should include all long-term students with pretest data)
· Number of students with complete pre-post test data
b. EDFacts (via File Specification 135) collects the more detailed data that will be calculated and used to prepopulate the CSPR data. You cannot edit or alter these data except via the EDFacts files. The data you are required to provide are:
· PRE-POST: number of long-term students with complete pre-post data
· NPRE-POST: number of long-term students with no data or partial pretest and posttest data
· GRDLVL: number of students testing at or above grade level upon entry
· BELOWGRDLVL: number of long-term students testing below grade level upon entry
The attached flowchart demonstrates the relationship between the raw data, the data requirements for EDFacts, and manner in which it is prepopulated in the CSPR. 

Note that the CSPR data highlighted here are PULLED IN (a.k.a. prepopulated) through the EDFacts specification files and may even be DERIVED from smaller pieces of data; the EDEN system makes logical mathematical assumptions that all pieces of data have been collected. For example, the number of long-term students reported on the CSPR is based on student availability of pretest and posttest data (complete data, partial data, or no test data)—the system assumes that students necessarily must fall within one of those categories.
Question: Is this flowchart a helpful tool for understanding the relationship between EDFacts and the CSPR? Would this help you in communicating with your EDFacts Coordinator and with subgrantees?
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